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Three
Comedies

John Mortimer
Never the Twain

by
Rob Farrow
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by
Nick Hall
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Running order

Knightsbridge
Never the Twain

Pastiche

There will be an interval of twenty minutes
between Never the Twain and Pastiche

Directors’ notes

Knightsbridge
Written by John Mortimer
Directed by Jackie Farrow

Directing! - My first time you know,
So I ask of you “eggs not to throw”
John Mortimer — author,

With Muriel and daughter.
And Henry too, star in the show.

In a posh part of London it’s set,
Strange phone calls Francesca may get,
With a talented cast,

Who cannot be surpassed
By characters in Rumpole, [ bet!

So sit back and enjoy this small show
One day you may join us you know —
Once in our “Frayed Knot”

You'll experience a lot ...

And your talents will just grow and grow!

Jackie Farrow
September 1997

Never the Twain
Written and Directed by Rob Farrow

For those of you that have witnessed my other plays which “Frayed Knot™ have performed,
“Never the Twain” may come as something of a surprise, as it is very different from the
Marreau sequence or D.F.C. It is — or at least | hope it is — a comedy, but of a rather more
surrealist brand than you might expect from my keyboard-finger (I'd like to say ‘pen’ but
that would be fibbing!) It isn’t that I've suddenly become weirder or anything however, for
this playlet was actually written about six years ago, just after the very first Marreau — but
this has been the first reasonable opportunity to air it.

“So,” you may well ask — “what is it all about?”

Well, the flippant response would be “fish” — but as you’ve paid good money to come and
see it, I'd better not be flippant! The idea is that what you are seeing is eight conversations
~ isolated from each other by being on different topics with different protagonists, but con-
nected in several ways. A meets B who meets C etc. until H meets up with A thus com-
pleting the unbroken circle. The second point of connection is that the actions of all eight
characters impinge either knowingly or accidentally on each other. The result is a web in
which the eight characters are caught but of which they are unaware and that the actions
of someone they personally do not know may affect them in some unforeseen and unfore-
secable way. The humour, however, is not really in this device — it is in absurdity of an
abstracted conversation to a dispassionate outsider — your good selves.

I hope you enjoy it and aren’t too confused — when all’s said and done, it’s only a bit of
fun.

Rob Farrow
September 1997

-------------------------------

Pastiche
Written by Nick Hall
Directed by Vi Malcolm

Pastiche is a light comedy of manners which chronicles the disastrous attempts of a would-
be romantic, ageing knight with a chorus girl. The attempts to seduce her are foiled by a
combination of a newly-promoted butler and the wife.

Will they succeed?
Vi Malcolm
September 1997




The cast of Three Comedies

Cast List

Knightsbridge

Muriel Stokes - Jacqui Hildreth

Henry Bulstrode - Chris Noble

Francesca Stokes - Maria Cook
Man in Mac - Bob Theaker

Never the Twain

Cuarol - Jackie Farrow
Brian - Bob Theaker
John - Rob Farrow
Vincent - Graham Double
Karen - Kate Harvey
Linda - Jessica Harrison
Harry - Matthew Barrett
Perer - Matt Cox

Pastiche

Medford - Colin Bryer
Lady Alexandra - Jan Jones
Sir Peter - Stephen Gilson

Viola - Jenny Booth



Welcome to the Three Comedies

For the first time in the six years since the Frayed Knot Theatre Company
began we bring you not one, but Three Comedies, and in just one evening!
This is a chance for you to compare the subtle humour of “Knightsbridge”,
by John Mortimer; with the witty intellect of “Never the Twain”, by our
own Rob Farrow; and the frantic pace of “Pastiche” by Nick Hall - a feast
of entertainment! -

Of course, Frayed Knot has never been a company to stand still. Rehearsals
are already under way for our next production “Farndale’s Christmas
Carol” to be staged in November, which, if you saw “Farndale’s Macbeth”
last year , you can guarantee will be great fun for adults and children alike.

We’re always pleased to see you at one of our shows and hope you have a
very good evening. See you again soon. :

Jacqui Hildreth
Chairperson
Crew

Directors — Jackie Farrow, Rob Farrow & Vi Malcolm
Producer — Ian Wells
Technical Director — Johann Meadows
Stage Manager — Ian Wells
Lighting — Johann Meadows
Sound — Norman Ward
Front of House — Iris Colley
Costumes — Kate Harvey
Make Up - Paint By Numbers
Props — Sally Bennet
Publicity — Rob Farrow

The Frayed Knot Theatre Company would like to thank
Moet & Chandon for the supply of stage champagne

GILBERTS

Chartered Accountants

would like to wish

Frayed Knot Theatre Company

every success
with their production of

Knightsbridge
Never the Twain

and
Pastiche

Pendragon House
65 London Road
St. Albans
Hertfordshire AL1 11J

Tel. (01727) 852216




PC Link (Supplies) Limited

Ruxox House Maulden Road
Flitwick
Bedfordshire. MK45 5BN

Telephone: 01525 717772
Facsimile: 01525 717773
email:pclink@globalnet.co.uk
http:/fwww.pc-link-supplies.co.uk

Suppliers of Computer
Technology to
Business and Home
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Computer Sales & Rental

From 386 to Pentiums Multimedia

Any specification supplied

Flexible short and long term rental from £8/week
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RING US NOW ON 01525 717772

Frayed Knot Theatre Company ensures
that Christmas comes early this year!

- D
Farndale Avenue |
tate Townswomen’s Guild *
Society’s production of |

wristmas Carol

Pavid McGillivray & Walter Zerlin Jnr

in association with Samuel French Ltd.
_ nearly based on the story
by Charles Dickens

The Court Theatre, Pendley
19, 20, 21, 22 November

Following their triumphant success with last year,
the Farndale ladies are back with an equally sensitive
production. Here’s hoping that this tirne the scenery is
the right way around and nobody gets hospitalised ...

THEATRE BOX OFFICE!



. Matthew Homes Limited

Current Availability - September 1997 Community Physical Rehabilitation Services

Kings Green, College Road, Final 2 bedroom house only £94,500 Aylesbury Vale Healthcare
ABBOTS LANGLEY, Hertfordshire,  For details contact: 01727 854983 Community Assessment and Equipment Centre,

Bluebells, Park Farm 3, 4 & 5 bedroom houses from £113,000 St. John's Drive, Oxford Road, Stone, AyIESbu'y’ Bucks. HP17 8PP
ASHFORD, Kent Sales Centre open 10am - Spm Tel: 01233 500110 Telephone: 01296 747160/747165 Fax: 01296 747367

Bucknalls Drive 3 bedroom houses to be released
BRICKET WOOD, Hertfordshire For details contact: 01923 671366

Priory Woods, Hammonds Ridge, 3 & 4 bedroom houses from £108,000 The FrayEd KnOt Theatre Company
BURGESS HILL, West Sussex Show Home Open 10am - Spm daily Tel: 01444 871041 .

s pen S Al TER R S7I01 would like to thank the Aylesbury
Orchard Mews, Bolts Hill, 3 bEdJ'OO{H houses from £70,995 . .
CHATHAM, Kent For details contact: 01227 766669 Wheelcha ir Seerce for the loan Of the

Knightwood Road, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom houses to be released
CHANDLERS FORD, Hampshire For details contact: 01707 655550

Pilgrims Brook, Ashford Road, 3 & 4 bedroom houses from £88,000
HARRIETSHAM, Kent Show Homes Open 10am - Spm daily Tel: 01622 851200

Suffolk Heights, Chalkstone Way, 3 & 4 bedroom houses from £61,495
HAVERHILL, Suffolk Show Homes Open 10am - S5pm daily Tel: 01440 710310

Johann For a

Meadows Good Pint after
_ the show...
General Builder

Devereux Court, Cromwell Road 1 & 2 bedroom apartments from £87,000
KINGSTON UPON THAMES, Surrey Show Heme Open 10am - 5pm daily Tel: 0181 547 1947

Prince Eugene Place, Tithe Barn Close 5 bedroom houses from £295,000
ST. ALBANS, Hertfordshire Show Homes Open 10am - 5pm daily Tel: 01727 854983

Marsh Lane, 2 bedroom apartments to be released
STANMORE, Middlesex For details contact: 01707 655550

St. Nicholas View, Chancellors Road Final 5 bedroom house only £220,000 Extensions and conversions
OLD STEVENAGE, Hertfordshire Show Home Open 10am - 5pm Thurday - Monday inc.

Tel: 01438 722030 Renovations and decorating

Finches Farm, High Street 4 & 5 bedroom houses to be released H s
WALKERN, Hertfordshire For details contact: 01707 655550 Roofing a speciality

(in addition to set building!)
For further details contact on-site sales centres or

Matthew Homes Ltd, Matthew House, 45-47 High Street, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 SAW Call:
Tel 01707 655550

Visit our Web Site at http://www.matthew-homes.co.uk 03 74 889365

or E_Mail - RHEMH@btinternet.com

for a no-obligation estimate

Prices & opening times correct at time of publication. Please check before travelling.




